
5 Mar Dear Martin Luther, 

Ever since first learning of your courageous leadership in the cause of justice 
in Montgomery 1 have been wanting to write. Only the annual pressure-greater 
this year because of the absence of Dr. DeWolf on sabbatical leave in Southern 
Rhodesia-of reading and evaluating dissertations has prevented my writing ear- 
lier.’ (I have seven dissertations to evaluate, and from your experience with one 
you will know that that can’t be done in five minutes!) 

It is hard for some of us to realize how tense the situation is becoming in some 
areas. Yet the sheer complexity and tenseness of it makes me all the more grateful 
for the quality of the contribution you are rendering. The AP dispatches have 
quoted you on several occasions, and every time I read such statements I thank 
God for what you are doing and the emphasis you are laying on Christian love, 
extending even to those who are opposing you with such an absence of love. 

Please know that multitudes of us here are with you heart and soul in your 
struggle. We deeply regret that the things which you must do as a conscientious 
Christian and minister are bringing so much suffering upon you, yet know that 
you are finding spiritual resources which are more than equal to your need. You 
don’t need me to tell you that in enduring arrest in a cause like yours you are 
joining the ranks of some of the greatest persons of all time. That number which 
appears so boldly across your chest in the picture in LIFE is a badge of honor.2 

May God strengthen and sustain you in your efforts for both fair treatment and 
equal, unsegregated opportunity and the maintenance of order and sanity on 
both sides in the midst of the struggle. Sooner or later, victory is sure. 

You are much in my thoughts and prayers in these trying days. Are there fur- 
ther concrete ways in which friends here can help? 

Most cordially, 
[signed] S. Paul Schilling 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 91. 

I. L. Harold DeWolf was King’s advisor at Boston University and first reader of his dissertation. 
2. “A Bold Boycott Goes On,” Lve, 5 March 1956, pp. 40-43; see photograph following p. 33 in this 

volume. 

From J. H. Jackson 

5 March 1956 
Chicago, Ill. 

Jackson had served as president of the National Baptist Convention since 193 and 
pastor of Chicago S Olivet Baptist Church for twenty-five years. On 23 February, 
immediately after the indictments, Jackson telegraphed his supPort for King and the 
movement: “We are deeply moved over recent developments there . . . and pledge ‘54 
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ourselves to you and your cause. "He  encloses with this letter two checks for $1,000, 

one from the National Baptist Convention and another from his church. According to 
King, Sr., Jackson had contacted King, Jr., in January, ofering to purchase a h s  for 
the carpool. "At that time," King, Sr., repmted to a friend, "M. L. thought it not 
wise. "Jackson reportedly ..kept in constant contact with M. L. "since then.' King 
replied to Jackson on 7 March.2 

5 Mar 
'956 

Montgomery Improvement Association 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
Rev. M. L. King, Jr. 
309 S. Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

My dear Co-Workers In The Struggle of 
Human Freedom: 

I salute your heroic deeds, and the Christian spirit in which they have been 
performed. My interest in your cause is depened every time I hear by radio, tele- 
vision or press, the sacrifices you are making, and the determination with which 
you face the difficulties of the hour. 

As president of our National Baptist Convention, I have sent the message both 
by telephone and by telegram, to every state in the union, asking that your cause 
will be supported. You will find enclosed two checks; one from the treasury of the 
National Baptist Convention, Inc., for one thousand dollars ($1,000); and the 
other, from the Olivet Baptist Church of which I am minister, for one thousand 
dollars ($1,000). And, I hope others have sent their funds directly to you as we 
have requested. For this and any other effort that I might put forth, I seek and 
deserve no credit; for I am one among thousands who believe that all men are 
the children of God, and deserve to live within the framework of justice, self- 
respect and goodwill. 

And now, may our floating flag wave over you, and the Federal Constitution 
sustain you, and the laws ofjustice and fair play protect you; and may the God of 
heaven smile upon you, breaking every chain, removing every barrier, and giving 
unto you the life of comfort and of solace, in the darkest hour of your heroic 
struggles. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
J. H. Jackson, President 
National Baptist Convention, Inc. 

JHJ:nb 
Enc. 2 

THLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 91. 

I .  King, Sr., to J. Timothy Boddie, 3 March 1956. 
2. See pp. 162-163 in this volume. '55 
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